Charlton Research Grants – 2009 Instructions and Application

The Charlton Research Grants: 

Up to four grants for approximately $9000 will be awarded for the period of 7/1/09-6/30/10.

Purpose of the awards: 

To provide research support to allow faculty at the Tufts University School of Medicine to develop research tools and collect preliminary data that will lead to extramural funding from public or private sources. Applicants should make it clear how expected results from research funded by the Charlton Grant will establish a strong foundation for subsequent proposals. 

Scope of proposed projects: 

The proposal should be comprised of experiments that are expected to be completed within the one year time frame of the Charlton funding. Rewording of a five-year grant proposal is not acceptable. In addition, the scope of the proposal should be commensurate with the level of the award. Reasonable requests are for research supplies for the PI and perhaps one other researcher, or partial salary support for one student or technician. Accordingly, it should be possible for one or two researchers to complete the research described in the proposal within a year. 

Eligibility and funding restrictions: 

1) You must be a TUSM faculty member at the time of the award (either tenure-track or research assistant professor). This need not be your primary appointment (e.g. applicants with a primary appointment in NEMC and secondary appointment at TUSM are welcome).

2) You may not previously have received a Charlton Research Grant.

3) You may not have extramural research funding (for all costs other than your own salary and fringe benefits) of >$100,000/year for the period of the Charlton Award. This applies to all extramural sources, whether you are the Principal Investigator or a Co-investigator/Collaborator. Eligibility is determined at the time of the award, considering all awarded grants that will be active for all or part of the Charlton Grant period. 

4) Proposals will be primarily judged on their scientific merits and likelihood that they will help the applicant procure external funding. However, where proposals are of similar merit, preference will be given to new investigators at the beginnings of their careers, and to applicants with limited internal funding during the Charlton Grant period.

5) Funds may not be used to support your own salary.

6) The funds must be spent within a year of the award (between 7/1/09 and 6/30/10). However, a single, one year no-cost extension will be given to all awardees who request it.

Formatting instructions & restrictions:

--Pages should be numbered consecutively in the top right corner.

--After the face page, a header at the top should read “Charlton Grant Application” followed by your name.

--Margins must be at least 0.6 inches on all sides, and 1 inch at the top.

--The font must be at least 12 point type (no more than 15 characters per inch) and at least single spaced (no more than 6 lines per vertical inch).

--Figures are included in the page limitations. 

--Figure legends may be in 10 point type, so long as they are easily legible.

--A one-line space between paragraphs is strongly encouraged. 

In fairness to other applicants, applications that do not conform to this format will not be considered.

Instructions for specific application items:

1. Title page:  A electronic copy of the title page is included at the end of the instructions. Responses must be typed or clearly & legibly printed. 

Item 8: On line 8 provide the sum of all external funding that is not for your salary or benefits from awarded (either active or pending) grants covering this period from 7/08-6/09 (from listing on CV, see below).

2. Curriculum Vitae (3 pages max): Follow the CV format sent with the application package. If desired, you may modify an NIH biosketch, so long as all of the information requested in the CV format & below is included.

3. Abstract (1/2 pg max): 

Briefly summarize background, hypothesis & rationale, experimental approach & expected outcomes.

*Note: Items 4-6 should be a maximum of 5 pages. Suggested lengths for each section are given below.

4. Background & Significance (1-2 pages.): 

Describe only the background necessary to understand the rationale for the proposed experiments. Describe the gap in the knowledge or technical issue to be addressed. Advance any specific hypotheses to be tested. Indicate how addressing this issue will advance the field. Note that extensive preliminary data is not required, but may be included if important to define the knowledge gap or hypothesis (any preliminary data figures are included in the page limitations).

5. Specific Aims (1/2-1 page): 

List each research Aim &  briefly describe the experimental approach (1-3 sentences). At the end of the specific aims, describe how successful completion of these aims will address they hypotheses or help fill the knowledge gap described above. Also, indicate how successful completion of the aims will help in securing external funding.  

6. Experimental Procedures (2-3 pages): 

For each aim detail the methods used, & provide references or describe preliminary data showing that the approach taken is likely to succeed. Extensive preliminary data is not required, but may be included to help justify a particular experiment or approach. Describe expected outcomes & how they relate to the overall project goal. Indicate how you would interpret results that don’t fit your hypothesis. Briefly describe potential problems (indicating their likelihood), as well as alternative approaches that could be used. All research protocols involving human subjects or animals must be approved or submitted to the IRB or IACUC, respectively for approval. Indicate the approval status of required protocols when you describe them.
7. Bibliography: 

This should generally be 2 pages or less, but can be longer if necessary. Please limit references to those that are directly relevant to the proposed project. Include title and a full list of authors.

8. Available Facilities (1/2 page): 

Briefly describe the lab space & equipment available for your research. Indicate who has provided this space to you (department or other investigator), and if the use of this space has a specific limited duration. Describe major equipment available to you only where it is essential to the aims described above. If the proposed project requires the collaboration of one or more other principal investigators, please also include brief signed letters of support/collaboration in this section, attached to the end of the application.

9. Appendix: 

You may include up to two relevant publications, which may be articles published, in press or “accepted pending revision”, but may not be “in preparation” or submitted articles. Reviewers are not required to read appendix material, and the application should stand on its own without the appendix. Do not cite data in appendix material as a way to get around length limitations.

Mail completed applications (original and 3 copies) to:

Scientific Affairs Committee

Tufts University School of Medicine

Medical Deans Office

c/o Mary Broderick

136 Harrison Ave.

Boston, MA 02111

Or hand deliver to above at 145 Harrison Avenue, Room 833.

Applications are due on Friday, May 29 at 5:00 p.m. Late applications will be accepted only if they bear post-marks of May 29 or earlier.

Questions should be addressed to Dr.Michael Court, Scientific Affairs Committee, e-mail:  Michael.Court@tufts-nemc.org.
Tufts University School of Medicine – Charlton Research Award

Curriculum Vitae and Bibliography Format

Date

Full Name and Degrees (First name, Family name)

Current Administrative Title (hospital and/or university if applicable)

Office Address (Box # if applicable)

Office phone number

Education

Undergraduate


Year of Degree


Degree


Institution

Medical School and/or Graduate Schools


Year of Degree


Degree


Institution


Field or discipline for Graduate School

Post-doctoral Training


Internship and Residencies



Date



Specialty 



Institution


Fellowship



Date



Specialty



Institution

Licensure and Certification


Dates


Locations


State and Certificate No.

Academic Appointments (old to new)


Date 


Title


Department


Institutions

Hospital Appointments (list chronologically)


Date 


Title


Department


Institution

Awards and Honors


Name


Date 


Organization

Hospital (departmental), Medical School, or University Committee assignments (indicate role)

Other Major Committee Assignments (national, regional; indicate role)

Training of Graduate students/Post-doctoral (chronologically)

Teaching Responsibility (chronologically)


Date


Membership


Office


Important Committee Assignment

Research Support.  List all research support, (first list all external, then internal) in the format below: 

Title or other identifier


Type:(external/internal/start-up fund) Source: (agency/department)

Role: (PI/collaborator)
Award dates: (start & end)

Total  applicable direct costs: (Total direct costs applicable to your research (as PI or collaborator), less direct costs for your salary and fringe benefits).

Applicable direct costs for 7/09-6/10: where possible, calculate applicable direct costs (total less your salary & fringe benefits) for the period of 7/09-6/10.
Include all awards that will be active during the Charlton Grant period (7/09-6/10), even if they are currently awarded but not yet active. You do not need to list grants applied for but not awarded. Include any relevant notes on special conditions or restrictions for each award (e.g. “spend by” dates for start-up funds, etc.). You need not list grants that only fund your salary and do not provide employee/student salaries, supplies or equipment funds for your independent research (e.g. exclusive salary awards, or other PIs’ grants for which you only have %time for your salary and don’t have a separate research budget as a collaborator/Co-PI). If this information takes more than one page, you may exceed the CV page limitations (limit = 2 pages + # of pages for other support info).

Since the goal of the Charlton Grants is to help secure outside funding, it is acceptable if the Charlton Grant aims overlap significantly with other awarded, pending or planned grant applications.

*If you are requesting salary support for a person in your research group, also provide other support information for that person. Instead of calculating “applicable direct costs” for this person, you need only provide the percent of their salary covered by each source. 

Editorial Boards and Activity

BIBLIOGRAPHY  (use a separate page)

 Refereed (i.e., peer-reviewed) papers

 Other papers presenting primary data

 Book Chapters/Invited reviews

 Editorials

 Case Reports, if appropriate

 Books authored/Books edited

 Thesis

 Published abstracts (optional)

 Non-print publications (films, videos, etc.)

*Published and in press articles recorded.  If in press, indicate journal.  Use standard format of New England Journal of Medicine. Be sure to include a full list of authors for each article.

TUFTS UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

EARL P. CHARLTON FUND RESEARCH AWARD APPLICATION TITLE PAGE
l. Applicant’s Name _______________________________________________________________________

2.        Applicant’s Title/Position________________________________________________________________

3.  
Applicant’s Address______________________________________________ Phone__________________         

4.
Applicant’s Email Address________________________________________________________________

5. Faculty Appointment (Date and Department)_________________________________________________

6.
Project Title ___________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

7. Requested Budget (one year maximum beginning 7/l/09)

· Equipment and supplies (Specify)__________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

· Other (specify) ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

· Total support requested _______________________________________________________________
8.  Total external research funding for the period between 7/09 and 6/10, minus any funding for the applicant’s salary or fringe benefits:  _________________________________________________________________

9.  Applicant’s signature    
Date       

Department Head’s Signature     

Date

    ______________________________________

 __________________________________________

******************************** FOR COMMITTEE USE ONLY********************************

Committee Recommendation               

Final Disposition                   
Amount Awarded

_______________________________      

_____________________     
 ___________________

