
Language Acquisition and Learning in Deaf Children • April 8, 2017

STATEMENT OF NEED
Historically, the education of children who were deaf 
and hard-of-hearing was based largely on intuitions, 
myths, and misunderstandings. In recent years, 
however, research in several fields has led to evidence-
based practice, and we are now seeing significant 
increases in academic achievement in this traditionally 
underserved population. This one-day mini-conference 
offers perspectives on the development and education 
of deaf and hard-of-hearing children presented by 
leading North American researchers. Emphasis will be 
on learning differences on how children acquire 
language with a broad view on the issues facing 
education today and opportunities for discussion.

TARGET AUDIENCE
This seminar is designed for physicians, nurses, 
audiologists, speech language therapists, SPED directors, 
vocational rehabilitation, counselors, early intervention 
providers and educators of the deaf and hard-of-
hearing. This presentation will also be of benefit to 
families of deaf or hard-of-hearing children as well as 
general education providers, school administrators and 
anyone working with deaf or hard of hearing students.

GOAL
The goal of the seminar is to support ideal care for the deaf 
or hard of hearing child by increasing your knowledge and 
ability to apply current research to practice.

LEARNER OBJECTIVES
By participating in this program, you should be 
able to:

Robert W. Carter, MA
President and CEO
Willie Ross School for the Deaf

Marie Coppola, PhD 
Director, Language Creation Laboratory 
Assistant Professor, Department of 
Psychological Sciences and Department 
of Linguistics
University of Connecticut, Storrs, CT

Marc Marschark, BA, MA, PhD 
Director, Center for Education Research 
Partnerships
Professor, National Technical Institute for 
the Deaf
Rochester Institute of Technology

Jessica W. Trussell, PhD 
Assistant Professor
National Institute for the Deaf at 
Rochester Institute of Technology

FACULTY DISCLOSURE
The design and content of Baystate Continuing 
Interprofessional Education (CE) activities 
support quality improvement in healthcare and 
provide fair and balanced views of therapeutic 
options. Faculty or planner conflicts of interest 
are resolved before the educational activity.

None of the members of the faculty or 
planning committee have commercial 
relationships with commercial  companies 
providing goods or services used on patients.
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To register by mail, send this completed form with 
your check payable to Baystate Health. 
Mail to:
Baystate Continuing Interprofessional Education 
361 Whitney Ave, Holyoke, MA 01040

Registration

 WE CANNOT PROCESS REGISTRATIONS WITHOUT PAYMENT

For your security, we do not accept credit card payments by FAX or mail. We accept credit card
payments on our 128-bit encrypted website available at baystatehealth.org/learn

We do not store your full credit card number in this system. learn.bhs.org

ENTER YOUR CE ID NUMBER in ONE of the boxes 
to the right. Use your CE ID number to register for 
courses, access your CE transcript/credits, and 
confirm your registration.

Robert Carter, MA

9:00  How Deaf Children Learn 
(and Why They Sometimes Don't) 
Marc Marschark, PhD

Early Access to Language: 
Creating an Optimal 
Foundation for Deaf Children's 
Cognitive Development
Marie Coppola, PhD

Early Literacy Instruction: 
Developing the Skills to 
Engage in a Literate Society 
Jessica W. Trussell, PhD

Break

3:00  Q & A and Discussion
Facilitator: Robert Carter, MA 
All Presenters

Write your CE Portal ID once in this section. This ID connects 
all of your Baystate CE information. Use it to sign into the 
Learner Portal at learn.bhs.org to register for courses with a 
credit card and review your transcript.

For Baystate employees and medical staff

Baystate Employees  EN

Physicians/Staff  

A. First initial of your first name
B. Birthday month and day 
   (ex: 2 digits each May 7=0507 not 57)
C. Last four digits of social security number

CE ID Number

HOME PHONE ________________________WORK PHONE ________________________

Describe one piece of evidence that early access to a 
natural sign language (like ASL) is just as important for 
proficiency as is early access to a spoken language (i.e. 
there is a “sensitive period” of development for both 
languages that has a brain basis).

Describe evidence showing that delays in full access to 
language increase children’s risks for impulsive 
behavior, as well as other aspects of cognitive 
development (e.g., their understanding of number).

Recognize cognitive differences between deaf and 
hearing children.

Discuss ways in which a deaf child’s language modality 
can affect various cognitive processes.

Discuss relations among language, cognition, and 
learning.

Discuss three strategies, to engage in at home or 
school, intended to improve the vocabulary of young 
children who are deaf or hard-of-hearing.

Discuss three strategies, to engage in at home or 
school, intended to improve the listening/reading 
comprehension of young children who are deaf or 
hard-of-hearing.
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•

Describe the results of one study showing that 
acquiring a natural sign language (like ASL) does not 
harm a child’s acquisition of spoken language.

Provide one example of phonological processing in 
English and American Sign Language

Explain the intricate relationships between language and 
learning.

Explain how children with hearing loss learn differently 
from hearing peers and the impact on educational 
programming.

PN

For All Others:



In support of improving 
patient care, Baystate 
Health is jointly accredited 
by the Accreditation 
Council for Continuing 

PHYSICIANS
Baystate Health designates this live activity for a 
maximum of 5 AMA PRA Category1 Credit(s)TM 

Physicians should claim only the credit commen- 
surate with the extent of their participation in the 
activity.

NURSES
This activity carries a maximum of 5 contact hours.

PSYCHOLOGISTS
Baystate Health is approved by the American 
Psychological Association to sponsor continuing 
education for psychologists. Baystate Health main-
tains responsibility for this program and its content. 
5 CE credit(s) for psychologists have been granted
for this educational activity.

This conference will take place at the 
Baystate Health Education Center,
361 Whitney Avenue, Holyoke, MA 01040

DIRECTIONS
From the Massachusetts Turnpike East or West: Take 
exit 4 (West Springfield); then follow the signs to I-91 
North towards Holyoke. Take Exit 15-Lower Westfield 
Road/Ingleside. Turn left off the exit ramp. Go about 
0.2 mile to the second set of lights and left onto 
Homestead Avenue/Whitney Avenue. Go 0.2 mile. 
The entrance to the Baystate Health Education Center 
will be on the right.

From Connecticut and Points South:
Take I-91 North towards Holyoke. Take Exit 15-
Lower Westfield Road/Ingleside. Turn left off the 
exit ramp. Go about 0.2 mile to the second set of 
lights and left onto Homestead Avenue/Whitney 
Avenue. Go 0.2 mile. The entrance to the Baystate 
Health Education Center will be on the right.

From Vermont and Points North:
Take I-91 South to Exit 15 (Lower Westfield Road/
Ingleside). Turn right off the exit ramp. Turn left at the 
lights onto Homestead Avenue /Whitney Avenue. 
Continue 0.2 miles on Whitney. Avenue. The Baystate 
Health Education Center will be on the right.

PARKING AND ENTRANCE
There is free surface parking. Park in the upper half of 
the parking lot which is nearest the Education Center. 
Enter through the glass foyer.

SPECIFIC AIDS OR SERVICES
Please call Baystate Health Continuing Education 
at 413-322-4242 if, under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, you require specific aids or 
services during your visit to this continuing 
education program.

You can register on our website or by mail: 

ONLINE: THROUGH  March 24, 2017:  $60
AFTER  March 24, 2017:  $70

Parents and Guardians of Deaf & Hard-of-Hearing 
Children: Tuition is waived for parents and guardians of 
deaf or hard of hearing children who do not require 
continuing education credit.  Parents, please register on 
the Willie Ross website at www.willierossschool.org.

Your CE Portal ID:
For Baystate employees and medical staff, your CE Portal 
ID is your EN or PN. For all others, your CE Portal ID is 
the first initial of your first name, your birthday month 
and date as four digits (May 28 = 0528), and the last four 
digits of your social security number. Please provide your 
CE Portal ID when contacting us with questions about 
your registration.
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REGISTRATION AND TUITION INFORMATION:
Tuition includes continental breakfast, lunch and 
refreshment break. There is no charge for parking.

ALL MAIL REGISTRATIONS:  $80

Medical Education (ACCME), the Accreditation Council 
for Pharmacy Education (ACPE), and the American 
Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC) to provide contin- 
uing education for the healthcare team.

Credit card on website:
Go to learn.bhs.org and click on Regional Conferences 
under PROGRAMS. Click SIGN IN and enter your CE 
Portal ID. Click on CALENDAR and search or navigate to 
the course you want, select it, and add to cart. Scroll 
up to shopping cart and checkout. On the next page, 
click checkout again. Confirm your information and 
click next. Click credit card, select credit type, enter 
card details and click pay.

Check by mail:
Complete the registration form on this brochure and 
mail it with a check for the full course fee to: 
Baystate Continuing Interprofessional Education 
361 Whitney Avenue
Holyokoe, MA 01040

CANCELLATIONS:
To cancel, call us at 413-322-4242 or fax your cancel- 
lation request to 413-322-4259. All cancellations 
incur a processing fee of $25. We cannot refund 
cancellations received less than 10 business days 
before the course.




